
APEX English 2 
Summer Reading Assignment 2018-2019 

Instructor: Katie Hyser 
Email: katie.hyser@ocps.net 

 
Welcome to APEX English 2! Throughout the coming year, you will continue to develop 
your skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Our readings during the year will 
include whole class novels, book clubs selections, self-selected texts and non-fiction 
pieces. To give us a common starting point at the beginning of the school year for early 
discussions, your summer reading assignment will include one common text. 
Additionally, you will choose on additional text from the 2018-2019 Florida Teens Read 
list. If you have any questions about the assignments or the course during the summer, 
please get in touch with me via email (katie.hyser@ocps.net).  
 
Assignment 1: 

● Read one book from the 2018-2019 Florida Teens Read List 
● Upon returning to school in August, you will complete a video book talk about 

your chosen text. More details will be given on this assignment during the first 
week of school. You will need to have a copy of your book when you make your 
video, but the book can be checked out of the library if needed.  

 
Assignment 2: 

● Read Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
○ I strongly recommend purchasing your own copy of this book so that you 

can annotate on the pages. However, it is not mandatory. If you would 
prefer, a quick Google search will provide you with a pdf version of the 
text. 

 
● As you read, you should annotate the text. You may write directly in the book if it 

is your own, or, you may use post-it notes if you need to return the book. If you 
choose to use a PDF, you may use the digital tool of your choice to annotate. 
Annotating is the act of taking notes and highlighting as you read a certain work. 
You may also think of annotating as having an active “conversation” with the text 
as you are reading. I recommend using different colored flags/post-
its/highlighters for the different topics with a key so that can you keep track of 
your annotations.  

 
 
 

● You are expected to annotate for the following topics: 
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1. Response to adversity: Track how the boys react to their situations.  
2. Loss of innocence: Trace how the boys gradually lose their 

humanity and innocence.  
3. Development of character: Pick one major character and track him 

through the book.  
● Ideas for annotations:How does your chosen character 

interact with other characters? How does the character 
develop from the beginning to the end of the novel? Are 
there any other characters that serve as foils to your chosen 
character? 

    4. Symbolism: Look for what each of the following represents in the 
novel: 

● The conch 
● Piggy’s glasses 
● Fire 
● Masks 
● The lord of the flies/the beast 

 
○ You should have a minimum of 10 annotations for each of the 4 topics. 

Annotations will be checked during the first week of school.See the rubric 
below for information on how the annotations will be assessed.  

 
● You will write an essay in class based on your reading of Lord of the Flies. You 

will be allowed to use your annotations for the essay, so more complete 
annotations will help you during the writing process! This writing task will be your 
first major grade for the first marking period 

 
I look forward to working with some of East River’s finest scholars! I hope you enjoy 
your summer reading and come back refreshed and ready to work! See you soon! 
 
        -Mrs. Hyser 
        katie.hyser@ocps.net 
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